


BEIGHTON WITH MOULTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2024, 7.30 pm at Beighton Village Hall
Present:	Cllrs Joe Wright, Ivan Cator, Valerie Mack, Kate Ashcroft, Sophie Young, Alan Wright, Ed Matthews, Jessica Jennings (Clerk) Grant Nurden, District Councillor

1. Attendance:
Apologies:  None 
Absent:  County Cllr Lana Hempsall

2 Declaration of Interest and Dispensations:
7.3 – Churchyard Grass Cutting Grants – Cllr Kate Ashcroft (due to her role on the Parochial Church Council) 

3 Public Forum

3.2  District Councillor’s Report – Grant Nurden
· Grant informed the meeting that the Community Grants Scheme had closed at the end of August.  He encouraged the Village Hall Committee to apply (either via Grant or Broadland District Council) for a grant to update the kitchen in the Village Hall. 
· Grant has spent half of his Members Grant and still has £500 remaining which is available for Community groups and encouraged Councillors to let any such groups in the Parish know of this. 
· There is a Tool-Kit on the BDC website which explains how to apply for grants. The website also serves as a general information source.
· There will be a Cluster Meeting on 24th September at Reedham Village Hall which will involve a combination of local Clusters such as Postwick, Lingwood etc.  
· He also encouraged Councillors to attend the Town & Parish Forum meetings. 
· BDC meetings are streamed live on You Tube.
· Grant has been made Vice Chairman of the Audit Committee.
· Grant has spoken to the Director of Place regarding Beighton Pit and explained to him that Beighton Parish Council had not had any communications from BDC regarding this; he has requested they contact the Clerk. 

3.4 Public Participation
· No issues were raised.

4 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Minutes of the meeting held on 9th July 2024 were agreed to be a true and accurate account and it was resolved that the Chairman sign them.

4.2 Matters Arising:  
	None

4.3 Clerk’s Report:
· Cantley speed sign (installed by British Sugar) has been reported to Cantley Factory
· SAM2 pole, Southwood Road, spoken to Highways to order a new pole.
· Urban Grass Cutting Scheme – email regarding this scheme sent to PC whereby PC would arrange their own urban verge cutting, with NCC paying £30 per cut for 5 cuts per year.  NCC have identified 2 locations: Chapel Road junction and High Road, outside Hopewell Gardens.  Instead of NCC paying a contractor to do this, they would pay the PC (to be discussed by PC).
· Chapel Road, Pumping Station: Clerk informed PC that a resident on Chapel Road had contacted her regarding effluent / foul water leakage onto road surface.  Their response from Anglian Water had not been helpful, so they requested the PC to contact Anglian Water too. 
· Grass Cutting, TCV – email sent to Clerk regarding a community volunteering charity who could maintain and improve local green spaces. There is funding for a limited number of projects in Broadland, with work carried out between October and March, such as path improvements, scrub management and tree planting.   Clerk had asked for more information and if it could include mowing the playing field, either in its entirety or a peripheral path).
· Marshes Cluster Meeting – the PC had been invited to a Cluster Meeting at Reedham Village Hall on 24th September.  


5 Planning
There were no current new applications to consider.


6 Finance
Balance as at 31st July						£ 9,970.68


Payments made:

Norfolk Pension Fund	Clerk’s Pension (June & July)	£   119.66
NALC			Website Hosting Fee		£     70.00
Microsoft		Subscription for 360		£     59.99
Jessica Jennings		Clerk’s Fees (August)		£   189.56
HMRC			Tax (May)			£    39.70
HMRC			Tax (August) 			£    39.70
HMRC  			Tax (June & July)  		£    79.40
Norfolk Pension Fund	Clerk’s Pension (August)		£    59.83
Jessica Jennings		Clerk’s Fees (September)		£   187.56
		
						Total:		£  845.40

       Payments received:
	
	Lloyds Bank		Interest	(August)			£      13.44
	Lloyds Bank 		Interest (September)		£      11.54
	Broadland D.C.		Precept (2nd Instalment)		£ 3,567.00
	
						Total:		£ 3,591.98
      

Bank Balance as at 30th September				£12,717.26
Business Account Balance					£13,584.43
TOTAL FUNDS:						£26,301.69
	
Uncleared Cheque Payments:
HMRC			Income Tax (September)		£      39.80
Norfolk Pension Fund	Clerk’s Pension (September)	£      59.83
Beighton Village Hall	Hall Booking Fee (May/July)	£      40.00
Beighton Village Hall	Hall Booking Fee (September)	£      20.00

						Total:		£    159.63

	Adjusted Bank Balance					£12,557.63

					
7 Items for Discussion

7.1 Village Hall Noticeboard

Cllr Allan Wright confirmed that the new noticeboard had been ordered and delivered.  He will send the Clerk the invoice for his reimbursement.  It was also noted that the noticeboard would have Parish Council related stuff on one side and Village Hall stuff on the other.  AW to sort out a key for the Clerk.

7.2 Circular Memorial Seat

Cllr Joe Wright confirmed that he had spoken to Isaac Wright who had been to look at the location for the bench and assess the suggestions put forward by the Parish Council.  He suggested that the PC consider, instead, a solid oak bench, closer to the church which would allow for views of the fields and the memorial tree to Princess Diana.  He pointed out that the current suggestion for a circular seat round the tree would involve having to level the ground first before any installation as there is a slope on the ground the tree is on.  Both options are do-able but PC would need to consider the expense of both first before making a decision.   He would make the bench from local, windfall Oak. 

The PC said they would go and look at the site to get a better idea in view of Isaac’s comments and suggestions.  It was also mentioned that having a bench there could attract more incidents of petty vandalism that was seen recently in the church porch. 

7.3 Playing Field: Grass Cutting Payment Arrangements
Cllr Allan Wright said it takes about an hour to cut the grass and that it had been done twice this year (the periphery path).  The PC had agreed in a previous meeting to pay half as a ‘grant’ payment and confirmed at this (Sept) meeting that the PC would make the payment to the Village Hall Committee and then they would then be able to pay Cllr A. Wright. 

7.4 Churchyard Grass Cutting Grants: to agree amounts for Beighton and Moulton Churchyard grass cutting grants.

It was raised that Moulton’s churchyard grass hadn’t been officially cut yet and instead was cut voluntarily.  
Cllr Kate Ashcroft explained that the money received from the grants go into the churchyard fund (one for each church) which is administered by 3 people who then pay someone to cut it.   However, she said it was becoming much harder to find someone to cut at Moulton now.   She said that, at Beighton, Giles Mack close-mows recent graves and pathways around the churchyard and the Bure Valley Conservation Group does 2 full cuts per year and rakes it all over.   Last year was very difficult as it was a very wet Spring and resulted in an overspend due to the difficulty of cutting it. 

The PC decided to continue to keep the churchyard grass cutting grants at the same amount: £380 for each church, totalling £720. 

7.5 Defibrillator – Bleed Control Bag
Councillors agreed to purchase a Bleed Control Bag from The Joe Dix Foundation for the village which would be housed in the Defibrillator cabinet.  The cost will be £120.  The Joe Dix Foundation state that “The primary objective of the kit is to provide the necessary tools to quickly and effectively manage life-threatening bleeding until professional medical help arrives.  The location of the kit gets registered with the East of England Ambulance Service, so that call handlers can direct the public to them. Bleed control kits can be used on violent crime injuries, but also other accidents and emergencies. These kits can often be found in schools, public centres, bleed control cabinets, workplaces, and just about anywhere people go”.


8 Items for Next Agenda / Information:  
· Tree Seat (to discuss options based on options presented and location)

Items for Information:
· Alan Wright said the new wooden posts for the Village Hall Car Park would be being put up over a period of time and are currently being sorted out.  
· He also said that he was looking into various grants such as power generation that could be of potential use to the Village Hall as an income. 

With no more business to discuss, the meeting was closed at 8.20 pm

NEXT MEETING:  
Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 12th November 2024 at 7.30 pm

Signed:

…………………………………………………..	J. Wright (Chairman)     Date: ……………………………	





