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BEIGHTON AND MOULTON ST. MARY

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 14th May 2024
at Beighton Village Hall



Present:
Parish councillors: Sophie Young (Vice Chair), Valerie Mack, Allan Wright, Ed Matthews, Ivan Cator, Sophie Young, Kate Ashcroft,  and 6 residents.     


1. Apologies
	Apologies were received from Joe Wright and Allan Wright.
	Sophie Young chaired the meeting in Joe Wright’s absence. 

2. Minutes of the Meetings held on 9th May 2023
	Agreed and signed by Vice Chairman

3. Matters Arising from these Minutes
	None

4. Chairman’s Report 2024
· Parish Council meetings continue to be held on the second Tuesday of the month on a bimonthly basis, from January of each year.

· Paid for the repair work needed on the War Memorial at Moulton Church.  Nick Hindle, a skilled stonemason, undertook this work for us, the full cost of which was £3,300.  This work has been been meticulously carried out and has restored the war memorial to its former glory.  
· Given a grant of £380 to both Beighton and Moulton churches for their grass cutting costs. 
· Agreed to replace the bollards along the edge of the field and the carpark at the Village Hall.  This will be paid for using Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money.
· Agreed to fund the installation of a memorial bench around Princess Diana’s memorial tree at Beighton (outside the church) in memory of HRM The Queen and HRH Prince Philip, also using CIL money.

NB The full report was distributed to each household before the meeting.

5. County Councillor’s Report – Lana Hempsall
· Lana did not attend the meeting or send in a report.


6. District Councillor’s Report – Grant Nurden

It would be true to say the last 12 months have been interesting. With a change of leadership at Broadland District Council (BDC) to the Rainbow Alliance you may have expected a lot of changes? The reality is that, in the main, there has been a continuation of policy. The move to the Horizon Centre, opposed by the Rainbow Alliance, has proven popular with staff and generated financial savings for residents. The grants to upgrade the heating system have seen the installation of air source heat pumps, making the move even more beneficial, both financially and environmentally. The work started by the previous administration to purchase properties for temporary accommodation has been completed. The houses are now in use and will generate long term savings for you and better accommodation for our residents who become homeless. The Rainbow Alliance have argued that we left them in a poor position financially. This is difficult to believe. Very few councils inherited reserves of over £20m, a property worth circa £4m and no borrowing, and yet they still saw fit to increase Council Tax by the maximum amount this year.

This past year has also seen an increase in the amount that each Ward Member can spend on supporting community groups. I was fortunate last year to spend £500.00 on sound equipment for the Reedham Village Hall and £500.00 on grass cutting equipment for the Halvergate Playing Field. I was also able to secure a substantial grant from the Council’s newly established Community Grant Fund for play equipment in Freethorpe. The Council has created the capacity to be able to support those in our community that need it and support our businesses to survive and grow through uncertain times and our residents should not hesitate to contact the Help Hub when the need arises.
Nutrient neutrality (NN) continues impacting upon future development in our area and is delaying plans coming forward by many developers and other builders. BDC, working with other districts, have started selling credits to mitigate for NN through Norfolk Environmental Credits Ltd (NEC).  Following a grant of £9.6m NEC will be seeking other opportunities to lease or buy land which can then be used to produce credits so that the building industry can get moving again.  However, it is likely that many builders will still struggle to get projects moving over the next few years.
The Greater Norwich Local Plan has passed examination phase, been adopted by BDC, South Norfolk District Council and Norwich City Council, and subject to any legal challenges will be adopted in May 2024. This will ensure there is a five year land supply across the Greater Norwich area until 2038. 
Householders can now take up to 100 litres of DIY waste to the recycling centre for free, up to four times every four weeks. Hopefully this will reduce fly tipping in our area. Watch out for the forthcoming fly tipping campaign from BDC.
I would like to extend my thanks to the Clerk and the Parish Council for your support and assistance in resolving our community’s issues over the past year.



7. British Sugar, Cantley – Andy Wilks (Site General Manager) & Tom Key (Agricultural 
       Manager)

Andy introduced himself and explained that had been in the role of General Manager for a few months and that he would give a brief overview of what has been happening and talk about future developments.

· This year has been very wet, making the harvest very difficult and resulting in the longest Campaign ever, of 192 days, starting in October 2023 and continuing until 14th April 2024.   The longest Campaign was at Newark, with 215 days, which was a European record. 
· The weather had meant insufficient beet was being lifted which mean Wissington and Bury St Edmunds Sugar Beet factories couldn’t sustain their running operations, so beet was sent to Cantley to process instead.
· Cantley factory processed just under a million tonnes of beet, which converted to 100 tonnes of sugar. 
· £10 million has been spent on a new water treatment plant, which now meets European standards.  This replaced the coal boiler, which is being demolished, and will now be run by a gas turbine power plant, which is more efficient for generating electricity. 
· They will also be making other investments too and will be spending £30 million over the next 12 months.
· The current prediction for the next Campaign is expected to be 150 days, from 2nd October to late February.

Comments:
Cllr Ed Matthews asked about the issue many in the Parish had about lorries passing through the village at 3.00 & 4.00 am, going very fast, in order to park at the factory overnight before it opens and wanted to know what would be done about this? He mentioned that this had continued all through the Easter weekend. 

Tom Key (Agricultural Manager – in post for 18 months)

· He is working with hauliers and is in regular contact with them to emphasise that they must stay within the hours of delivery and abide by speed limits.  He has daily text messages with them.
· He has been in contact with Norfolk Police who are on site during the Campaign to make sure lorries are fit for purpose, and have also done speed checks. 
· He confirmed that the factory was shut over the Easter weekend for Sugar beet intake but explained that other lorries would have been coming in to the site.

Comments:
A Parishioner said that he had seen lorry drivers on their phones and that they posed a danger to people out walking, children waiting for the school bus etc.  He had experienced first hand one driver making a threatening gesture to him.  He said it tends to be older drivers who are speeding the most. There is the potential for an accident, possibly fatal.  He requested that the speed issue is addressed again.

Another Parishioner said that some lorries were using a route which took them over the (little and unsuitable) bridge and that with all the new road works, this would be used even more.

Tom Key said they were definitely not supposed to be using that route. 

Andy Dilks said that, in terms of beet deliveries, they were very strict about when the sugar beet lorries can arrive in the village.  However, he added that there was also a selection of hauliers who collect pulp and their hours are not currently restricted but that they are looking to do so and will let the PC know when they have done this. They do not want the village disturbed. 

Andy also said that, with regards to the speed limit, they are trying to work with the Police as to what they can do.  Cantley Factory are not allowed to send employees onto the road to use a speed gun but that they are more than happy to issue warnings and bans to hauliers who do not respect the limits.  He asked that villagers try and get the name of the hauliers from the back of the lorries and report it direct to the factory.   They have already been addressing this issue ahead of the next Campaign.
Andy added that there are 360 lorries on site every day and that those who flout the speed limit are likely to be in the minority. 
Cllr ED Matthews thanked Cantley Factory for the 40mpy speed limit sign but did say that one of them was not working properly.  
Andy responded that he would look into this. 
He also said that hauliers do not work for the factory but that the factory can try and take action against them. 

A Parishioner asked how many times action had been taken against hauliers?
Tom responded that about 2 to 3 this Campaign.  Someone had contacted the factory with the name of the haulier (but not the registration number) and the haulier had been spoken to. 
A Parishioner also said that the diversion was across the bridge at Acle, back down the slip road and left to Cantley.  He asked whether it would be better to direct them to the roundabout in Acle rather than going over the bridge?
Andy responded that many will just be using Google maps rather than common sense but he agreed.

Sophie Young thanked both Andy and Tom for attending the meeting and providing an informed update on the factory. 


8. Parish Council financial report and accounts for the year ended 31st March 2024.

· The income and expenditure details were available on paper at the meeting and are also available on the website.  The Council has finished the 2023/24 year with  21,663.74 in the bank.


9. Village Hall Report – Ed Matthews
· In January, a radiator broke and the element was replaced. However, at the last Bingo night, another one broke.  They have bought several new elements for other radiators, in case they break too, as the ones needed are about to go obsolete. 
· The fans on the fan heat blowers have been lowered as they were causing vibration.
· They have paid the insurance for the year 2024/25 and have Entertainment Licences.
· The only income comes from the Bingo nights which is what is keeping the Village Hall going. 
· The guttering has had to be cleaned, which they got someone in to do, which was done more quickly and better than if they’d done it themselves.
· It has been decided to keep the playing field mainly uncut, with just a peripheral grass path mown, with the rest left for wildlife.  The budget isn’t available to do regular grass cutting anymore. 
· Cleaning of the Hall after events has sometimes been paid for by Ed. 

Comments:
Cllr Kate Ashcroft asked if there had been any progress made on the ownership of the Village Hall footprint?

Cllr Valerie Mack said she had been in contact with Arnold Keys twice and that further discussion is needed. 

Cllr Kate Ashcroft said that if the Hall ever needs replacing, ownership of the land was important.

Cllr Ed Matthews said that the structure of the Hall has issues with vibrations from the heavy lorries going passed.





10. Parishioners’ Forum – for residents to raise any concerns or questions

· Southwood Road speeding was raised again as an issue. 
· The SAM2 is not catching anyone as it is too close to the (main) road, and needs to be moved further down towards World’s End. 
· Clerk to arrange to meet with Ed Matthews & Allan Wright to establish where the new pole needs to go and to then contact Highways to order one. 
· Hantons Loke – drainage issue.  Every time it rains, it floods, with a puddle stretching across the road. The drain is blocked and needs clearing. 
· Ed Matthews apologised for not moving the SAM2 but has been unwell and unable to. 


The meeting closed at 8.15pm.





Signed:	 ……………………………………..			Date: …………………………………	









